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Partnership Letter
The Manse
152 Drove Road
Peace to you,
Everything changes
"For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will
not be remembered or come to mind" Isaiah 65:17
Does change worry you? Do you look forward to change? What changes do
you accept gladly and what changes to you reject outright? I'd love to have
this conversation face to face so as to hear the different opinions on this
matter. But all I can do is share a few ideas and hope you will consider them.
We are surrounded by change the whole time, whether we realise it or not.
Change happens within us, take these few facts for example:
We all notice that our hair falls out regularly, yet we don’t get bald (at least not
until males reach a certain age!). Similarly, we have all had the experience of
cutting ourselves only to see how new cells replaced their damaged predecessors. And we donate blood or give blood samples without gradually draining
our circulatory system. All of these examples point to a replacement rate of
cells, that is characteristic of different tissues and in different conditions, but
which makes it abundantly clear that for many cell types renewal is a part of
their story. To be more concrete, our skin cells are known to constantly be
shed and then renewed. Red blood cells make their repetitive journey through
our bloodstream with a lifetime of about 4 months (source: http://book.
bionumbers.org/how-quickly-do-different-cells-in-the-body-replace-themselves/)
These changes we welcome. But there are others we don’t…just think of
those for a moment. And how about change in the church? What do you fear
most? And yet, fear it or look forward to it, change happens: even God tells us
in both Isaiah and in the book of Revelation that there will be a new heaven
and a new earth; that things will change, be different and yet in the difference
God will be with us through all this.
One World Week this year, to be celebrated the week 20-27 October, has as a
theme "Climate Changes Everything" and yet in spite of the evidence around
us: hurricane in the Bahamas, Amazonia in flames, Greenland melting, there
are climate change deniers. And the world suffers. ‰
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At Immanuel and the Partnership we are celebrating change: 80 years. 50
years. Don’t tell me things have not changed over that time. Have we found
God walking with us during that time? I really do hope so!
And two days before writing this, at Immanuel we changed the day we will
celebrate Communion for October. We changed the date of the launch of the
Harvest Project from September 22nd to October 13th. This year the Project is
ShelterBox, and lots of people are helping out in the Bahamas. The Half
Marathon is on September 22nd and a number of people will find it hard to get
to church because of road closure. You see, changes happen so that the
greatness of God's plan can be celebrated, and that is the crucial point. Not
the date. Not the forms. Not the ways. Those come and go, but what should
remain is our call to share God's love to all, to relate to each other in that love,
to be inspired by the Spirit to be agents of that love, whatever the circumstances.
And remember, since you began reading this a while ago, lots of your skin
cells aren't the ones you had when you started. You've changed! Let us
continue to be open to the changes God is presenting us with and be part of it.
Not always easy, true. But it is part of our Walking the Way as disciples of Jesus.
May the Blessing of the God of life be present with all God's creation, even in
the midst of change!

20th - 27th October 2019
Theme: Climate Changes Everything Now is the time to act
Building on last year's theme and inspired by the 16 year
old schoolgirl climate activist, Greta Thunberg, One World Week is focussing
on the urgency for action. We need to act now if we are to keep climate change
within limits that allow the planet's systems to continue to support its diversity
of plants and animals, including humans, and their projected populations.
It is becoming clear that our current values system and associated economic
system make it difficult to achieve the rapid and profound changes necessary
to safeguard the future of our children. This is why everything needs to change
- and it needs to start today.
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FAMILY EVENTS
BAPTISMS
We welcome into the family of the Church
BATH ROAD
Sep
8
Rosie Timlin Budgen
CHRIST CHURCH
Aug
25
Noah Benhamin How, Kai Francis Simons

MARRIAGE
We wish joy and happiness to
CHRIST CHURCH
Sep
7
John Turner and Laura Jones

DEATHS
We extend our sympathy to the loved ones of
CHRIST CHURCH
Aug
16
Ida Mary Priday, 87 years
Aug
26
Michael Grainger,
Aug
28
David Vowles, 81 years

FLOODLIGHTING
If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting of Christ Church in celebration of a
birthday, wedding anniversary, special occasion, to advertise your Company,
or in memory of a loved one, the minimum gift per evening is £30.00.
Cheques to be made payable to ‘Christ Church PCC’. Please write to the
PARISH OFFICE, COMMUNITY CENTRE AT CHRIST CHURCH, SWINDON,
SN1 3HB at least a week before the date of the floodlighting. GIFT AID:
If you are a UK taxpayer and wish Christ Church to reclaim the tax, you may
Gift Aid your donation. Please note: If you would like the floodlighting to be in
the magazine for the appropriate month, we will need to have your request by
the 12th of the preceding month.
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Christ Church with St. Mary’s
South Transept Window Repair
Following the major roof repair, we are turning our attention to securing the
future of our South Transept Window.
The late John Plaister, a long standing member of the church and valued
adviser on all matters relating to clocks and windows, first drew our attention
to the poor state of the stonework on the mullions (the upright bits that frame
the 4 panels in the windows). This has caused the stained glass to bow and
crack in places.
For various reasons we were unable to proceed with the necessary repairs
until now. Holy Well Glass, a respected glazing and renovation company, has
been entrusted with the work, which has involved the complete removal of the
window. The work is planned to take up to mid/late November and represents
another, once in a generation, restoration.
We are greatly indebted to all those who have left us legacies over the years
and to those who generously donate to secure the future of the church building
for future generations.
The Friends of Christ Church have ensured John Plaister’s work and legacy is
remembered by donating £2,000 towards the cost of this renovation.

TEA/COFFEE and CHAT at the Goddard Arms,
Tuesday 1st October, 2.30pm to 4.00 pm.
only £1.50, including unlimited refills.
You can have a small dessert for an extra charge of
£1.50. We meet in the side room of the Goddard Arms
on the first Tuesday of each month. We meet informally
and all are welcome whether you belong to a church or
not.
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This poem was composed by one of the readers of our magazine

The falling leaf
The early morning mist hangs low
Across the bare faced Wiltshire hills
The sun is rising, a pearly glow
To warm the dew-dropped grass
Soon to sparkle, diamonds of the minute...
The air is calm, the woods all quiet
Only the tiny tinkle of a little stream
Reedy tweets from little birds
Invade the peace...
No Christmas clamour here,
No shouts of joy, no tears of pain,
No songs of love, no groans of loss Just the smallest miracle
In the almost silent falling
Of an autumn leaf
On the damp and grateful ground.
MPG

‘The Way Things Were’ - A response to ‘Wartime Memories’...
In her article in the September magazine, Margaret Anderson asked if anyone
remembered Tom Turner and Lorna Davidson, two teachers at Commonweal,
and Margaret Harber has responded, saying…
“I enjoyed reading Margaret Anderson’s ‘Wartime Memories’. Margaret and I
were in the 6th form at Commonweal Grammar School and I was Margaret
Higgs.
“I certainly remember Mr. Turner and Miss Davidson. She was the Deputy
Head after Miss Diffey retired.
“We were fortunate to have an excellent education at Commonweal and I also
have many happy memories of my time there.”
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Ride & Stride 2019 - Big thanks to all those who took part in this Ride &
Stride. We had beautiful weather and a warm welcome at our local churches.
Thanks also to our team of welcomers who offered our own welcome to passing
cyclists and striders. Finally, thanks to Roy and Arline Stovell, without whose
organisation our participation would not have happened, and to our sponsors.
In the photo: l to r: Keith, Daniel, Mike, Elaine and Stephen who visited 19
churches. Caroline took part, using the bus to visit 15 churches. Thank you to
all our sponsors. Your support is much appreciated.
All 38 churches were visited by Liam and his friend Ed. As some of the
churches were unmanned, Liam took photos of each church to prove they had
been there.

Lunchtime Organ Recital by
CHARLES VINCE
with
CAROLINE PITT,
Mezzo-Soprano
In aid of church funds
Wednesday 16th October, 1.00 pm at Christ Church
Refreshments available to purchase from 12.30 pm.
ADMISSION FREE
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Christmas
Market
Saturday 16thth November
CHRIST CHURCH, OLD TOWN
10.30am - 2.30pm
Participating
Participating charities
charities retain
retain all
all their
their proceeds
proceeds
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Bath Road
Advance notice: Saturday 23rd November 9am to 1pm.
Bath Road Christmas Fayre. Craft Stalls, Bric-a-bac, Jigsaws, Books,
DVD's, children's games, Cake Stall, Food and lots more.

DON'T MISS THIS! Friday 18th October, 7.30 pm
at Bath Road Church:
A Concert will be held at Bath Road to raise funds for the Harbour Centre,
Swindon's Centre for Refugee and Asylum Seekers. We have a stunning line
up which includes piano, clarinet, comedy, voice and sax from Bath Road
people, plus special guests on fiddle and voice, including one of the Harbour
Centre's very own, a magnificent Tenor. To book your tickets contact
Barbara on 536815 or email her: barbaraaftelak@ntlworld.com.
£5 per person. Refreshments will be available during the interval.

Bath Road has a new Nativity manger
After sterling service at many a Nativity play, last
year we discovered our manger had been blessed
with woodworm rather than the arrival of the Holy
Child! The church membership is therefore very
grateful that Noel Hunt has made us a fine replacement and donated it to us from himself and his wife
Janet. We very much look forward to seeing it in
action later on this year.
Steve Sparkes
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A trip along the Canal
Six of us at Bath Road
Church, Pam, Margaret G,
Shirley and Marion, along
with Marie and Margaret J.
(photo below), booked a trip
along the Wilts & Berks
Canal on a sunny Sunday
afternoon in September.

We boarded Dragonfly at
the landing stage at
Waitrose and enjoyed a
relaxing hour travelling
along the canal.

Swindon Commercial Chaplaincy

A Q uiz N ight
Friday 4th October, 6.30 pm
at Bath Road Methodist Church
All are welcome to attend this event
to raise funds in support of the Chaplaincy.
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Series: ‘The Way Things Were’
this month by Pauline Sibley
Memories of the 1940s and 1950s
I was a member of the Wesleyan Church in Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire.
Does anyone remember collecting
one penny per week for JMA (Junior
Missionary Association)? I used to
cycle around Aylesbury collecting
money from aunts and uncles and
other relations. Sometimes I collected
£5 in a year, so I gained a medal, and
over the course of time I had one
medal and several bars added to it.
The photo below shows the six bars
from 1947-1952.
When it was Sunday School Anniversary, stepped platforms
were built on either side of the pulpit so that we could sit
raised up, enabling parents and members of the congregation to see us as we sang songs and recited poems; we
put on our best dresses and looked very smart. At the end
of the Sunday School session we sang: “Our Sunday
School is over and we are going home. Goodbye, goodbye.
We will be kind and true’.
In due course, I became a Sunday School teacher. We
were encouraged to invite our class to our home and I
remember the girls playing with my dolls and cot. I still have
a letter thanking me for my help with the Sunday School.
’When I was older, I joined the Youth Club and we used to
go for a walk after the evening service.
Food supplies were very limited, due to the war, and we were all encouraged
to be as self-supporting as possible. We kept chickens in the back garden and
they had their water from a water pump halfway down the garden. We used to
go gleaning across the fields, looking for corn that the reapers had left. My
mother’s cousin would come from the farm to wring the chicken’s neck when
we wanted one for dinner. Fresh bananas were not available and we ate dried
bananas in sandwiches, also Mapleton’s fruit bars. ‰
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My father was a member of the Auxiliary Fire Service. He also managed a
china shop selling utility china and earthenware, and I recall people queueing
up outside the shop when a demonstrator came to show everyone how to
cook in pyrex dishes.
We were thankful that our home was not bombed and that our church also
survived to be there for us through the difficult war years.

P.S.
I can relate to the wartime experiences of Margaret Harber who wrote in the
August magazine. I remember listening to the sound of the aeroplanes overhead and trying to decide whether they were British or German. I laid awake at
night, worrying if a bomb would drop on me, and one did in fact drop about a
mile away. Pauline

Rainbow Run in aid of Prospect
Hospice
6 year old Bethany Thacker took part in
this run and she has written this letter for
the magazine...
It was fun collecting sponsors for the
Rainbow Run. We met up with one of
my friends and got sprayed with paint
all the way round. After that, we were
rainbows. My favourite bit was getting
sprayed with rainbow paint. We ran
twice round Lydiard Park in 50 minutes.
Thank you to my sponsors.

MOPS (Mix of People) will meet in the Crossland Room at Bath Road on
Thursday 3rd and Thursday 17th October at 10.30 am. Come and join us for
a cup of coffee, you will be made very welcome.
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Immanuel
Celebrating 80 years - visit of Derek Estill, Moderator of the
General Assembly of the URC
It has to be said that Immanuel
struck lucky once again in
organising an afternoon event
to celebrate both the 80th
anniversary of the opening of
the church and at the same
time mark the 50th birthday of
our Partnership of Churches in
Old Town.
Some fifty or sixty met up
during the afternoon to enjoy a
‘cuppa’ and a slice of cake
(thanks are due to Liz Gleed for organising all the refreshments!) and at the
same time we were able to get to know the Moderator, Derek Estill who had
travelled down from Lancashire to be with us and lead our worship on Sunday
morning. While he was here, he took the time to visit Bath Road, Christ Church
and St Mary’s and have meetings with Simon Stevenette and Mark Barrett.
The afternoon session gave everyone who had turned out the opportunity to
talk with him and appreciate both his interest and his gentle humour.
Our photo shows Derek and Robert in deep discussion with Anne Doyle,
former County Ecumenical Officer for Churches Together in Wiltshire and
Swindon Churches Together.

A wonderful celebration!
A packed congregation from across our Partnership together with the Mayor
and Mayoress of Swindon, gathered at Immanuel to celebrate both the 80th
anniversary of the opening of the church on the site in Upham road and also to
mark the 50th anniversary of the formation of the partnership of churches in
Old Town.
An enhanced choir led the congregation in some rousing singing that nearly
raised the roof (I wonder, has the Vaughan Williams setting of “All people that
on earth do dwell” ever sounded so magnificent?) ‰
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The service was led by the Moderator of the URC General Assembly, Derek
Estill, who gave us a very simple but clear message to be mindful of the
ecological future of our planet and he urged us to listen to God and to each
other, and work out the way ahead. He reminded us, in a challenging way, that
discipleship in following Jesus is not easy and that our faith should never be a
crutch but the very mainstay of our lives.
Afterwards in the hall, the Moderator
joined Margaret Williams in cutting
a celebratory cake, while others of
the congregation spilled out into
the sunshine of the garden to
enjoy what was a glorious day.
It all made for a fitting end to a
really great weekend that as well
as looking back also looked forward
to the challenges ahead.
Steve Brain
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Derek Estill, on the train on the way back home, sent this message:
Please pass on my best wishes to all in the
Partnership for your future work together.
Every blessing - Derek
Derek has a hectic week ahead, which includes on Thursday leading a group
of URC people for a 10 day visit to Palestine and Israel.

Let’s Beware!
Let’s beware, as far as possible and especially in our own church life, of the
prevalence and rise of humanitarianism in our world today. Humanitarianism is
the doctrine that it is our duty and privilege to promote the welfare of humanity.
It is good! It drives people to save lives and alleviate suffering. It promotes
human dignity in the middle of natural and man-made disasters. We have an
earnest desire to help people and, as far is possible with whatever means are
available, to do good in our world while we have the opportunity. We also have
a deep desire to help where men and women are imprisoned unjustly. Huge
relief efforts are necessary, even sometimes involving governments, to avert
disasters of overwhelming suffering.
However, in the church of our Lord Jesus Christ, this is not our main and first
objective. Our first cause is to preach the gospel of God with the end result of
saving the souls of men. We are here to praise the One who came to bring
salvation and who, by a painful cross, extracted death’s sting. This is the One
who sent the Holy Spirit to empower human skill to transform and aid men’s
struggles and by whose power alone can transform a dark world and bring
light and joy and peace. The help we give to others, and our prayers, then
become the natural way to express our love and our Christian outreach to
those in need.
We are here, first and foremost, to praise and magnify the Son who came to
show God’s human face. So it is very helpful that Hebrews, Chapter 13 tells us
not to forget to do good and to share with others, as with such sacrifices God
is pleased. But first He says, “So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order
to sanctify the people through His own blood. Therefore, let us go to Him
outside the camp and bear the reproach He endured.”
Let the cross be central to our life and work and corporate worship.
Barbara Furguson, Immanuel
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Immanuel at 80 - Oh, yes there is!
Steve Brain, writing in the September magazine - not about the Immanuel
pantomime, but the church's 80th anniversary - asserts that "few, if any,
recall the old 1860s chapel up in Old Town and no-one can actually remember
the official opening on September 13th 1939." Not so! Enid Roberts does with good reason.
Along with a Michael Harrison, whose parents ran a shoe shop in Wood Street,
Enid was chosen as a representative of the Victoria Congregational Sunday
School to lay the stone bearing their names that was set in the Upham Roadfacing wall of the new building on 18th January that year. She had a new coat
and hat especially for the occasion!
Coincidentally, Enid is here in Swindon as I write, on her annual visit from
Australia where she's lived since the 1950s. She took part in the bell ringing
before the Partnership Service at Christ Church on 25th August. Disappointingly, Steve wasn't able to be there, so I was unable to confront him with the
evidence.
Brian Harris

Enid Roberts alongside the foundation stone she helped to lay.
Photo by Janet French
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A Charity fundraising event...

Geoff Walters and ‘ENCORE’
present an evening of music

on Tuesday 15th October, 7.30 pm
at
Immanuel United Reformed Church, Upham Road
Tickets £6.00 on the door
All proceeds to be
shared between
Brighter Futures Radiotherapy Appeal
and the
Willows Counselling Service
Opting out
There are 100 members in our church,
But 30 are frail and elderly.
That leaves 70 to do all the work,
But 18 are young people at college.
That leaves 52 to do all the work.
But 14 are tired businessmen,
So that leaves 38 to do all the work.
But 16 are busy wives with jobs and children,
That leaves 22 to do all the work.
But a further 10 have most important outside interests,
That leaves 12 to do all the work,
But 5 live too far away to come regularly,
So that leaves 7 to do all the work.
And 5 say they’ve already done their bit for the church.
That leaves you and me,
And I’m exhausted. Good luck to you!
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During June and July we met up again with those we
know, as well as welcoming newcomers, and enjoyed
working together making many different things related
to our theme for the month, as well as completing the
afternoon by worshipping together.
In June, the various activities told the story of Joseph, starting with the
fact that his father made him a coat of many colours. The favourite activity
was using various different coloured icing to decorate a gingerbread man –
some made it home but others were soon consumed! Different people make
up families, and ‘paper concertina’ people soon became Joseph’s brothers,
along with Joseph in his colourful coat. This led to jealousy and Joseph’s
brothers threw him in a well before selling him as a slave. To represent this,
we ‘rubbed’ coins and placed them in a purse.
Joseph was soon very unhappy and sad in prison in Egypt, and model jails
were made from lolly sticks and a card figure of Joseph added. However God
had a special plan for Joseph, and Pharaoh put him in charge of the people,
making him, after the king, the most important man in Egypt. Headdresses
were worn after being decorated, plus necklets of shiny paper and sequins,
rather like those Joseph would have worn, so when Joseph’s brothers went to
Egypt to collect food they didn’t recognise him.
Our Act of Worship celebrated what everybody had made that afternoon and
finished Joseph’s story of how all his family were reunited.
In July, the theme was ‘Everything Worships God’ (Psalm 8). We made
many different creatures, including a fish sun catcher and a parrot stick puppet,
both reminders of the many beautiful colours we see in God’s creation and
how each one is different, as we too are all different. In the same way, insects
are amazing, with butterflies being very beautiful, so many different colourful
butterflies were made. The paper crocodiles, with their spiky spine and teeth
and bulging eyes, reminded us that some animals are scary but they are all
part of God’s wonderful creation needing our care and protection. A way we
could celebrate that God created day and night was by making a hanger from
which we suspended a paper moon and stars. Last, but not least, streamers,
shakers and flags were made so that during Messy Church worship we could
use them to celebrate and praise God for all he has given us.
We meet on the third Sunday in the month at King William Street School.
Our next meeting is on Sunday 20th October at 3.30 pm. We look forward
to welcoming you.
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The Poor Man’s Earl
Anthony Ashley-Cooper,
7th Earl of Shaftesbury
Think of Piccadilly Circus and that small statue of the
angel poised with bow and arrow. Most people think it
stands for Eros. It does not. It stands for Anteros, his
brother, the god of selfless love. It is a memorial to the
greatest Christian Victorian philanthropist, politician and
social reformer of his generation, Lord Shaftesbury,
who died on 1st October 1885.
Anthony Ashley Cooper, the 7th Earl of Shaftesbury
(1801–1885) was a devout Christian who spent his life
fighting to help ease the plight of lunatics, chimney sweeps, children in
factories, women and children in the mines, opium addicts and children
without any education.
His own early life was loveless and bleak – his parents formal and frightening,
his early schooldays a ‘horror’ of ‘cruelty and starvation’. The only love came
from the family’s housekeeper, Maria Millis. A biographer wrote: ‘She provided
for Ashley a model of Christian love that would form the basis for much of his
later social activism and philanthropic work.’ The reality and homely practicality
of her Christian love were a beacon for the young Ashley. She told him Bible
stories, she taught him a prayer.
After Christ Church, Oxford, where he proved an outstanding scholar, Ashley
turned to politics. In 1826, aged 25, he was elected as Tory MP for Woodstock.
He was eager to serve on parliamentary committees that got things done; his
great life’s work had begun.
Lunatics: In 1827 lunatics were kept chained naked in straw, forced to sleep
in their excrement. They were washed in freezing cold water, with one towel
for 160 people and no soap. There was gross over-crowding and inedible
food: asylums were places to die in. Shaftesbury’s maiden speech in
Parliament was in support of a Bill to improve conditions. He wrote: ‘By God's
blessing, my first effort has been for the advance of human happiness.’ It took
years: from 1827 to 1884 he fought for a succession of Lunacy Acts, writing
later of ‘the years of toil and care that, under God, I have bestowed on this
melancholy and awful question.’ ‰
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Child Labour and Factory Reform: Again, reform took years. Shaftesbury
fighting for the Ten Hours Act from 1833, 1842, 1844, 1846 and 1847 – when it
finally got through Parliament. No child under the age of 9 should work in the
cotton or woollen industries and no one under 18 must work more than ten
hours a day.
Miners: In 1842 he fought to outlaw the employment of women and children
in coal mines.
Climbing boys: Thousands of young boys were dying in terrible pain –
scorched, blinded and suffocated by soot, or with cancer of the scrotum.
Ashley fought for Bills in 1840, 1851, 1853, 1855, 1864 until finally the
Chimney Sweepers Act 1875 closed the practise down.
Education reform: In 1844 Ashley became president of the Ragged School
Union that promoted education for poor children. He wrote that if it were to fail,
‘I should die of a broken heart’.
Religion: Lord Shaftesbury was a devout Christian who became a leading
figure in 19th century evangelical Anglicanism. He was President of British and
Foreign Bible Society for nearly 30 years. He was very sympathetic to the Jews
and advocated their return to the Holy Land.
Lord Shaftesbury’s funeral service at Westminster Abbey on the morning of
8th October 1885 drew thousands of people. The streets along the route were
thronged with the poor: costermongers, flower-girls, boot-blacks, crossing
sweepers, factory hands and many more. They waited for hours just to see his
coffin go by. He was dearly loved by them as the ‘Poor Man’s Earl’. One
biographer wrote: ‘No man has in fact ever done more to lessen the extent of
human misery or to add to the sum total of human happiness.’
The great preacher Charles Spurgeon called him ‘the best man of the age’.
He ‘lived for the oppressed’, he was a ‘moral anchor in a drifting generation’,
‘friend of every living thing’, ‘he had a ‘fervent love for God, and a hearty love
for man.’ n
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PARTNERSHIP DIARY FOR OCTOBER
01 Tues 2.30 pm
02 Wed 10.30 am
6.45 pm
03 Thurs 7.30 pm
05 Sat
7.30 am
Evening

Tea/Coffee and Chat at the Goddard Arms Hotel
Christ Church, Holy Communion
to 8.45 pm St. Mary’s Mindfulness and Meditation
Bath Road Church Council
Christ Church Men’s Breakfast
Harvest Supper at Bath Road Church

06 Sun

Harvest Festival celebration at all our churches
Christ Church, 1662 Holy Communion
St. Mary’s, Holy Communion
Bath Road, Harvest Holy Communion,
Rev’d. Moyra Davies
Christ Church, All Age Harvest Service
Immanuel, Harvest Holy Communion, Rev’d. R. Jordan
Hilliers Bereavement Care service at Christ Church
Bath Road, Rev’d. Geoffrey Floyd
Christ Church, Holy Communion
Immanuel, Evening Service, Rev’d. Robert Jordan

8.00 am
9.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.30 am
3.00 pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm
07 Mon

Morning

Lethbridge School Harvest Service at Bath Road

09 Wed 10.30 am
6.45 pm
12 Sat
9.00 am
15 Tues 7.30 pm

Christ Church, Holy Communion
to 8.45 pm St. Mary’s Mindfulness and Meditation
to 11.00 am Community Breakfast at Bath Road Church
‘Encore’ concert at Immanuel - see page 17

13 Sun

Christ Church, Holy Communion
St. Mary’s, Morning Prayer
Bath Road, Morning Service, Rev’d. Janet Evans
Christ Church, Family Holy Communion
Immanuel, Morning Service, Rev’d. Robert Jordan
Immanuel Church Meeting
Bath Road, Holy Communion, Rev’d. Stephen Skinner
Christ Church, Book of Common Prayer Evensong
Immanuel, Evening Service, Rev’d. Robert Jordan

8.00 am
9.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.30 am
11.45 am
6.30 pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm

16 Wed 10.30 am
6.45 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.45 pm

Christ Church, Holy Communion
to 8.45 pm St. Mary’s, Mindfulness and Meditation
Healing Prayer Group at 39 Sandown Avenue
Partnership Council meeting at Immanuel
Bath Road Property & Finance Committee
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18 Fri
20 Sun

7.30 pm
8.00 am
9.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am
10.30 am
1.00pm
3.30pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm

Concert at Bath Road in aid of The Harbour Project,
see inside front cover for details.
Christ Church, Holy Communion
St. Mary’s, Holy Communion
Bath Road, Morning Service, Pulpit exchange
Christ Church, Pulpit exchange, Informal Holy Communion
Immanuel, Morning Service, Pulpit exchange
Christ Church, Baptism Service
Messy Church at King William Street School
Bath Road, Evening Service taken by Worship Leaders
Christ Church, Healing Service
Immanuel, Holy Communion, Rev’d. Robert Jordan

23 Wed 10.30 am
6.45 pm

Christ Church, Holy Communion
to 8.45 pm St. Mary’s, Mindfulness and Meditation

27 Sun

Christ Church, Holy Communion
St. Mary’s, Informal Holy Communion
Bath Road, Morning Service, Rev’d. Mark Barrett
Christ Church, Family Holy Communion - Air Cadets’
Squadron. Preacher: Senior Air Cadet Chaplain
10.30 am Immanuel, Morning Service
Bath Road, Evening Service, Rev’d. David Miller
Christ Church, Choral Evensong
Immanuel, Evening Service, Rev’d. Robert Jordan

8.00 am
9.00 am
10.00 am
10.00 am

6.30 pm
6.30 pm
6.30 pm
30 Wed 10.30 am
6.45 pm

Christ Church, Holy Communion
to 8.45 pm St. Mary’s Mindfulness and Meditation

WEEKLY EVENTS
WALKING FOR HEALTH, every Monday, 10.30 am, starting and finishing at
Christ Church, followed by refreshments. Excluding Bank Holidays.
OPEN HOUSE every Monday morning, at Bath Road Methodist Church
between 10.30 am and 12 noon. Excluding Bank Holidays.
Come and join us for drinks and a chat.
BRIGHT LIGHTS PARENT & TODDLER GROUP, every Monday during term
time, 1.30 pm to 3.00 pm in the Community Centre at Christ Church.
AFTERNOON GROUP every Tuesday, 2.00 pm-4.00 pm in the Community
Centre at Christ Church for tea, cake and chat, activities or a speaker.
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The vicar was already regretting
ordering the new stained glass
window from IKEA.

ADVERTISEMENTS
To advertise in this magazine, please contact Mrs. Diana Swann,
telephone 01793 529897; email: d.swann6a@gmail.com
Whilst care has been taken, no responsibility can be accepted for
statements made by the advertisers, neither can we be responsible
for any losses caused by any errors or omissions in the advertisements.

COPY for the NOVEMBER MAGAZINE
by SATURDAY 12th OCTOBER, please.
Contributions ahead of the deadline are always welcome.
Please send to: Mrs. Diana Swann, 58 Sandown Avenue, SN3 1QQ
email: d.swann6a@gmail.com
The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily the views of
those held by the Old Town Partnership of Churches.
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A tradition of caring since 1923
Family run and independent
24 hour service every day
Pre-payment plans
Hillier Bereavement Care
A caring support service for the bereaved

HEAD OFFICE

Telephone: 01793 522797

170 Victoria Road, Swindon SN1 3DF

CHAPEL OF REST

The Broadway, Whitworth Road,
Swindon SN25 3BL

Telephone: 01793 522145

www.hillierfuneralservice.co.uk

EMAIL

enquiries@hillierfuneralservice.co.uk

Established in 1900, today’s Hills Group is a
dynamic Wiltshire business that covers a wide
area of western and southern England.
The Group’s operations remain dedicated to three
core activities:
~Specialist waste management services and
recycling solutions
~Production and sale of ready-mixed concrete,
sand, stone and gravel
~Building high quality new homes and undertaking
contract building projects

Working today…
…for a better tomorrow
www.hills-group.co.uk
T: 01793 781200
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DEACONS & SON (SWINDON) LTD
ESTABLISHED 1848
SAME DAY RING SIZING
ON ALL NEW PURCHASES
Items featured subject to stock availability

11 - 15 WOOD STREET, OLD TOWN, SWINDON, SN1 4AN
TELEPHONE: 01793 522072/527530
www.deacons-jewellers.com

